DRAFT Evaluation Criteria for Ecological Restoration Alternatives for the Lower Neponset River

Based on the many interests, values, and stakes in the Lower Neponset River expressed by the Citizens Advisory Committee members in the first CAC meeting, a preferred restoration alternative should (in no particular order):

· Protect human health
· Protect and improve water quality

· Reflect the central role of the river in community members’ childhood memories and life experiences.

· Benefit the businesses, neighborhoods, and landscapes that have developed around the existing impoundments or other structural features of the current river’s course

· Address the historical importance of the Baker and T&H dams in Milton and Dorchester

· Address the historical importance of the free-flowing river to Native American tribes

· Restore healthy fish populations, including enabling fish passage and protecting spawning habitat

· Improve the riverine ecosystem as a whole, including wildlife habitat
· Create more awareness of/connection to the river and more opportunities for river access on both sides of the river – bring the river “out of hiding”

· Provide fishing opportunities

· Foster/invite/encourage recreational use by children and adults 

· Create continuity of public spaces and trails along the river

· Provide access for canoeing and kayaking

